
Outstanding Conifers for the 
Adventurous Gardener

Adam R. Wheeler

Horticulture and Production Manager

Broken Arrow Nursery



I’m Adam





I’M A PLANT FANATIC



I’m fascinated by the world of plants



I seek out the rare and new!



These botanical curiosities 
are my passion.



I like to grow things…………



Anybody Tired of Winter Yet?



The Plan

1) Gardening with conifers

2) A selection of my current favorite conifers
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Conifer

From the Latin roots conus (cone) and ferre (to 
bear), meaning ‘cone-bearing.’



Evergreen vs. Deciduous



More Diverse Than Often Give Credit









Gardening With Conifers
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The Bones….The Consistency



Winter Interest
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Screening or Hedging





Centerpiece or Specimen





Unexpected Accent



It’s amazing what we can do when we 
look beyond the flowers



A selection of my “current” favorite 
conifers



Abies sp.



Abies koreana ‘Silberlocke’







Abies koreana ‘Ice Breaker’







Abies nordmanniana ‘Golden Spreader’





Abies pinsapo ‘Horstmann’







Abies squamata ‘Flaky’



Cephalotaxus harringtonia ‘Duke Gardens’



Cephalotaxus harringtonia ‘Korean Gold’







Chamaecyparis sp.



Chamaecyparis lawsoniana ‘Blue Surprise’





Chamaecyparis nootkatensis
‘Green Arrow’







Chamaecyparis nootkatensis
‘Sparkling Arrow’





Chamaecyparis obtusa ‘Chiramen’



Cryptomeria japonica 
‘Golden Promise’





Cryptomeria japonica ‘Knaptonensis’





Cupressus arizonica ‘Blue Ice’





Ginkgo biloba (and cultivars)









Ginkgo biloba ‘Beijing Gold’







‘Mariken’





Juniperus communis ‘Gold Cone’





Larix kaempferi ‘Pendula’













Metasequoia glyptostroboides









Metasequoia glyptostroboides ‘Ogon’





Picea sp.



Picea abies ‘Pusch’







Picea glauca ‘Daisy White’







Picea glauca ‘Pendula’





Picea orientalis ‘Skylands’







Picea orientalis ‘Tom Thumb’



Picea pungens ‘Gebelles Golden Spring’





Pinus sp.



Pinus bungeana ‘Silver Ghost’







Pinus contorta ‘Chief Joseph’





Pinus contorta ‘Taylor’s Sunburst’





Pinus densiflora ‘Oculus Draconis’







Pinus parviflora ‘Ogon Janome’







Pinus strobus ‘Hillside Winter Gold’









Pinus strobus ‘Little Giant’



Pinus strobus ‘Mini Twists’





Pinus strobus ‘Niagara Falls’



Pinus sylvestris ‘Aurea’
golden Scotch pine





Sciadopitys verticillata ‘Mitsch Select’



Sciadopitys verticillata ‘Shooting Star’





Taxus cuspidata - yew











Thuja orientalis ‘Franky Boy’





Thuja orientalis ‘Morgan’





Thuja plicata ‘Whipcord’



Questions?



OTHER TALKS

• Lacecaps, Mopheads and Sterile Florets; A look at 
the Genus Hydrangea

• Fun with color: Variegated Plants in the Garden

• Brighten Up Those Winter Blues; Outstanding Plants 
to Enliven the Winter Garden

• Salty Air, Sandy Soil and Sensational Plants;  
Exceptional Plants for Coastal Gardening
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